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I Boys and Girls "Who Are Given ffUHomes and Are Educated Form lUmmmt

I an Insurance Against Old Age fBH
I Not Alone in Money,
1 but in Love, the Lack

of Which Is
'i the Hardest Part
I of Life Which a
) Childless Couple

Faces.

6mmm HOSE sheltering wings,

7t under whose protection

children are reared and
I educated, form a great
V 1 insurance against old

- -- S age; not so much from

the want which one may suffer as he

passes the zenith of life and walks down

the vale of the years, but from the
loneliness which encompasses one whose

f friends have passed away or arc far

removed from him, that loneliness
which is the bane of old age and which
surely comes unless one has some

lyounger shoulder to lean upon.
I The father and mother of a family

need not fear want or loneliness in their
lold age; they have the children they
jhave reared and their children's chil-

dren, but how about the childless cou-

ple, or the person who has no children ?

These aro the ones who need this insur-!- .

ance, the insuranco which the shclter- -

ing wings will furnish them.

There are thousands of childless cou-

ples in the land, and many of these, in

'comfortable circumstances, will go
ll down into the valley of old age, not

lacking the material things of life, but
with that loneliness which comes from

- the lack of children's love.
The remedy?

I Every year thousands of foundlings from In-

stitutions of tho great cities, or orphans or

children whoso parents aro not ablo to caro for
I them and cducato them aro being adopted
I by childless couples or by unmarried men and
1 Women, who, lacking natural children and with
1 the parent feeling strong In their hearts, glvo

of their means to rear and educate somo boy or

Blrl who, otherwise, would bo ill fitted for their
J battlo of life.

Very often these adoptions are secret, but It
was only a fow months ago that ono of tho

richest couples In America. Mr. and Mrs. Flnlay

Bhepard, adopted a waif, and since then they

have taken Into their palatial homo another

3 orphan, whom thoy will rear and educate as

9 was Helen Gould.their own. Mrs, Shcpard

1 I There was no secret about theso adoptions.

W They wore glad to get tho children, and thoy

B j It.

Their action proved a great stimulus to other
childless couples, and since then many hundreds
of children havo been adopted by couples In all
parts of tho country.

Ono of the great foundling Institutions of
Now York City often sends a carload of It3

charges to tho South and Southwest It has
more applications than It can fill, and each ap-

plication Is examined by an agent before a child
Is placed. It Is the same with other such In- -

Onco there were persons who feared to adopt
these foundlings for fear of hereditary Influ-

ences, but tho Idea has gradually grown that
It Is environment and not heredity which most

Influences a child. In other words, a normally

healthy infant, with evil hereditary Influences,

will not bo Influenced by them if it is reared In
proper environments.

It Is not only tho childless person who adopts
children, but there aro hundreds of cases of

y ,;',! .' J 'til' i

record where couples, who have children of

their own. will adopt others, and It appears to

be the case thnt they love and care for theso

others and receive the same love from them as

thoy would from their natural children, some-

times more.
A Now York physician, a specialist in chil-

dren's diseases, has adopted seven children

within tho last five years, although ho has ono

natural child. Ho and his wlfo thought their
own child needed a playmate, so tho physician

mado his first adoption, and that gradually led

to others. And the children he choso for adop-

tion were not strong, healthy youngsters, but In

ovcry caso wcro children who were frail from

lack of proper care and nourishment. He has

a homo in tho country, and here he Is rearing

his Httlo brood.
What better Insurance would one want

against tho want and loncllncsB of old age?

A rather unusual case Is that of K. D. Mack,

a teacher of English in tho public schools of

Evcrott, Wash., who, in tho last sixteen ears,

has sent, or Is sondlng, eighteen students, sov-cnte-

bos and ono girl, through collcgo, pay-

ing all their cxponscs. Of these, four of tho
boys died shortly after finishing their educa-

tion, but tho others aro all doing well and arc
engaged as dentists, druggists, teachers, phy-

sicians, bankers, lumber brokers, chemists and
engineers, civil, mining and electrical

What grcator Insuranco would ono wish
against old age than this great work he has
undertaken?

He needs no Insurance, in tho form of money,
for In tho jcors ho has labored as an edu-

cator ho haa lived quietly and modestly, and
tho money ho has sacd from his earnings us
a teacher ho has put aaldo as a fund to sup-

port him If ho over should becomo incapaci-

tated. But ho has earned tho money for edu-

cating hl3 children, aa he calls them, from
speculations and from writing short stories for
magazines under noms do plum. Ho Is a
bacholor and never expects to get married.

Beginning as the "facultj" of a small high
school In Minnesota, whero he had to teach
tho entire curriculum, ho became thoroughly in
touch with tho boys. Being a sort of utilita-
rian philosopher, who taught school for a living
and studied human nature as an avocation, ho
noon became Intensely - interested In some of

these lads who wcro eager to learn, but wcro jHBSmH
handicapped by lack of funds. Ho took up his x &SttBHM
work of educating theso boys In Minnesota. 3 fm&3$EESBM

Later ho moved to Mcnlo, Wa9h , a lumber )HKK-JuBB-

town, whero ho took charge of a consolidated 9Hg&cwBHH
high school, supervising fivo buildings and PBES& 13HRh
teaching all the high-scho- classes Here ho WMffik&sSBH
found several orphans, whom ho adopted, sup- - I VjHHbSSmBm
ported and educated, sending them to tho Unl- - vKBmBH9
icrslty of Washington, after having taught rjBSganMKsR
them all their subjects In high school. wBmB&dM$Z7&.

Three of theso bojs were graduated from tho vtw&i&!x&W&&k
university last Juno and ono will be gradu- - VAfva3ew&iP&!!!
ated next June. All his proteges are members lilu
of tho Thcta XI fraternity. All were honor vAHKb9BhH
students, ono hang mado XI Sigma PI, tho ?iHHfiB&$
honorary fraternity, whllo anothor made Tau OnffiwThcta PI, the honorary engineering fraternity. v2H2BSEk1$

Sometimes, when several of his boys were In 'QBBKkKb

fe Mm feswS

college at tho samo time, Mack had to work
hard to meet their expenses, but it is said he
never refused a request for money from any of
his children.

All but two of his proteges havo finished
their school education, and, despito the fact
that ho has earned many thousands of dollars
with his pen. Mack says ho prefers to teach
youngsters and live on his comparatively small
salary.

Last fall ho began to wrlto a book on clo- -

B &, 3niyiH9WM3BsnhVA fill
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mentary English, but had to abandon this cxtr.n
labor on account of heart trouble, and since
then ho has been under the caro of a physician,
yet all tho timo keeping up his schoolroom
duties.

Some of his proteges wero orphans, while
others had one parent. All were eager to ob-

tain an education, however, and tbat Mac!
made wise selections of these youngsters l!

shown by tho results of his labor with and foi
them.
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Mussel Pearls
Disappearing

,- - j HE good old days of musscl- -

v" --" seeking along tho Illinois
' (S River aro gone, never to re- -

turn, according to tho veterans
C bo havo been In touch with

I tho Industry for many jcars.
V t - rrn0 iast season was an un- -

x""z' profitable one, and very fow

pearls wcro found, whllo tho consignments of
mussel shells fell far below those of formor
j cars.

Upon some sections of the rlvor mussel-she- ll

digging and pearl hunUng will boon bo extinct,
in tho opinion of John Dixon, cne of tho

"Tho mussel-she- ll business camo into popu-

larity about ton years ago," recalled Dixon
whllo In a reminiscent mood. "In fact, pcoplo

nccr know that there wcro such largo beds of
tho blv.ilves until about that time. Tho In-

dustry grow at a rapid rate. As soon as tho
news spread tbat thero wero large beds of tho
mussels In tho Illinois Itlver. It was llko a gold
strlko In tho Klondyko.

"Professionals from many states camo to Illi-

nois with their outfits until at ono time thero
. were r.00 men engaged In the. industry in Con-- i

trnl Illinois alone. If I remember correctly,
thero wcro only fourteen carloads of mussel

i shells shipped out of this vicinity last year.
This was a very small amount and gjves an In- -,

dlcatlon of tho great decline of tho past few
. j cars.
: "Tho mussel shells aro divided into thrco
j classes and are then markotcd. 'Niggcrhcads'

aro considered tho most aluablo. They arc unu-

sually thick as well as of fair bIzo, and aro

I

tiniEHEnBtMlw'. it (I lllljHHngray 1 llll
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utilized largely In the manufacture of curio FJ J

and unlquo fixtures of various kinds. Thoy u II

bring about per ton. Thoy are not as nu- - I

morous In tho Illinois nhei as In tho Wabash 11 II

and other streams of contiguous states. Boforo j jjjl
they' became scarco diggers became rich from II II I

tho harvest, and a number were able to rctlro J
l

after a fow years' marketing of the shells and AU II

tho pearls that they wero able to find. 11 II
" 'Washboards' are tho next most valuable? 1 jl

variety of commercial mussel shells. Theso aro 'I JJ j

quito common upon the bed of the Illinois, or jjjl j

were boforo tho mussel seekers almost com- - 1

plctcly exterminated them. Thoy are of good jfj 11

sio and aro almost exclusively utilized for tho j J

manufacture of pearl buttons of tho larger slzo, .1

such as are used upon tho coats and wraps oC fj II
women. Tho largo slzo mado it possible ta ij j j

socurc several of tho buttons from each BhelL jj llll

"Tho smallest variety of commercial sheila I
IIJL

arc callod tho 'plmploback,' and these aro utll- - 1 I

ized for the manufacture of tho smaller and 'A IJIJ

cheaper types of pearl buttons. The most com- - 'A lj

mon typo of all .shells Is known as tho 'blue A jj

point,' also utilized for tho pearl-butto- n Indus- - j llll

try. Tho avcrago prlco now paid to the mussel aj M It

seeker is ?13 por ton. The shells nearly all go j i

to tho "button factories of Illinois and Iowa S I

and which use up thousands of tons annually pi l(

"Tho llfo of tho sholl digger would bo monoto- - f j ij

nous," asserted Dixon. "If It was not for thd ft jjjl

luro of Uio pearl the ever-prese- hopo of somd jl I

day finding a pearl in somo of tho shells that J II I

means richer Thero is a superstition that t 1

'crippled,' or Imperfect, Bhell Is mosc apt to J Ij J

produco a pearl. Clam diggers always closoly M IJ
I

ficrutlnizo shells which appear to bo dofectlvd W I

nr show slcns of something varying from th VWWW

normal 'A Jl
"Thoy Immediately pry open tho fclvalvo ana j jl

mako a thorough soarch. Others claim that fl JyJ

when a shell is Injured, or when tho mussel Is H jjljl

small, a grain of sand or other small substanco jj Ij

may offect entrance. This foreign substance 13 W J jj
said to be covered with tho excretions of thd Jj J JJ

mussel until in tho course of time It become jj j JJ

tho fully developed pearl, the slzo being grad- - H J jl

uatcd in accordanco with tho timo that thd n j Jj

process has been carried on." j JJ

"Sovcral jcars ago, when the mussel Industry; ij!l
was at Its height, a valuable pearl was found rlli'lll
ovory week, ranging In value from 510 up to PI I III

$1000 Many wore secured which brought ?500. ill f!
Pearl buyers camo to Illinois from tho metro- - !lpolltan cities and a number from Europe Thoy L jjr

would remain from tho opening of tho soasoa Hllll
In tho spring until tho fall, whon tho cold il
wcathor and lco forced tho suspension of opor jj jljlj
atlons. m jjjlj

"A peculiarity of theso buyers was that they j J jjj
forced tho flndcr to flx the prlco. If it was 111111

dconlcd reasonable, tho money was paid. It till I

too high, it was a caso of 'no sale. No nogd- - fllllfi
tiatlons wero carried on in tho hopo of raising Rft I

or lowering tho price tho buyora simply walk- - H1I1II
lng away from the finder. It was estimated llUill
that during somo years SuOO.OOO was paid to j Ij JJ

pearl finders in Central Illinois alone. Now. '1 fill
f

but a few thousands aro realized. jjljj
"Thero aro many methods of romo!ng tho JjjJJ

moat from the shells, a necessary procoss bo- - j jjjjJ

foro tho shells can bo shipped to the button J jjjlj
fnctorles. Tho most common method Is by 1lflj
steaming. This forces tho mussols to open and I

1(1

permits a search for pearls. Tho meat can jllll
alio bo easily remoed. Tho contents of tho J
mussels arc utilized for fertilizing purposes upon ff J til
farmB and are In demand. Tho Bhells, after wlUl
being cleaned, aro dumped Into scows and thon Jml
hnulcd to tho button factories. Tho stato and Willi
government fish commissions havo been co- - " fiH
operating to consorvo tho mussel supply and Jllll
prevent tho extermination of the blvalvo, but flJJ

with llttlo success. Tho mussel seekers will J1j

carry on their operations with but llttlo hoed1 III

to tho future supply."
(
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